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President’s Message

Happy Thanksgiving!

Hope everyone enjoyed Halloween and
no one got pranked! The cooler weather is
finally starting to get here. Next thing you
know we'll have snow.

We do need some ideas for presenta-
tions and some locations for the 2012 year.
If you have any ideas for a location, please
let me know.

If a topic or presentation interested you
that you saw somewhere else, we can always
try to get that same presentation given to our
group. Our we can create one with the infor-
mation based on the one seen. PLEASE let
me know of any ideas you have.

We look forward to seeing you all at the
next meeting on November 8, 2011 at 11:30.
Please note the location is in Irving, Texas
this time.

Please enjoy this issue. Cherie DelLude

NEXT MEETING

November 8, 2011
11:30 a.m.— 1:00 p.m.

: Location: City of Irving, 333 Valley
: View Ln., Irving, TX 75061

:Topic: Alternative Water Sources
: And Cross Connection

Presenter: Frank Snyder

WE ARE ALWAYS IN
NEED OF ARTICLES!

:If you have something that you

e have read in a trade publication,
® or seen in a lecture, or even

e Seen on the internet, I am al-

e ways interested. I can help turn
:that information into our own

e article for the newsletter. Never
e assume I have seen what you

s did. I don't get the trade publi-

e Cations most of you do!

[ ]

® We have been given lots of arti-
e Cles and news snippets by our

e members, THANK YOU.

{

To remove your name from our mailing list, please contact jeff.porter@tdindustries.com.

Questions or comments? Email us at c.delude@att.net or call 972-647-8378
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Metroplex Training, Hurst, Texas 817-571-4574
8 hour— Nov 11; Dec 9
Confined Space— Nov 10

Texas A & M School of Irrigation, http://irrigation.tamu.edu
Please visit their website for the 2010-2011 fall-winter short
course schedule. They will have 2 classes in Dallas:

Drip Irrigation: March 20

Irrigation Auditing & Management: March 21-22

Texas Engineering Extension Service, teex.org/bpat

Backflow Prevention Assembly Testing (BPAT), Customer Service Inspector (CSI) Training, Water
and Wastewater Technical Assistance Program, On-Site Sewage Facilities (OSSF) Training, WWW
Online Courses, Landscape Irrigator Testing, WWW Specialty Courses

Please visit their website for the course schedules. For more information, call 800-SAFE-811 (800-
723-3811)or email itsi@teexmail.tamu.edu

Hardin and Associates Consulting, LLC (HAC) Training, Irving Texas, 972-823-8800
On line registration www.hactexas.com

Personal Protective Equipment—4 hours—Dec 13, 2011

Hazard Communication—45 hours—Dec 13, 2011

10 hour OSHA training—Dec 14 & 15, 2011

Electrical Safety and Lock-out/tag-out—4 hours—Nov 15, 2011, Dec 7, 2011,

Pro-Line Publications, San Antonio, Texas 210-872-2642
Online training or via US mail. www.pro-linepublications.com

UT Arlington, Continuing Education, Arlington, Texas 8174-272-2581 www.uts/edu/ced
Landscape Irrigator, 40 hour basic course, instructor Phil Sheppard.
February 6-10, 2012.

CALENDAR OF CONVENTIONS AND SEMINARS

CBPA 20th Annual Conference: Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 W 6th Ave., Golden, Colorado —
:November 15,2011 8 a.m.—4 p.m.

: ABPA 2012 Annual Education Conference & Trade Show: The Silver Legacy Hotel, Reno, Nevada -
: April 30 - May 2, 2012 Board Meetings April 28, 2012 & May 2, 2012
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Finding Repair Parts
Got You Tied Up In Knots?§
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BACKFLOW APPARATUS
&
VALVE CO,

r Complete Source for
ow Parts & Accessories

Let BAVCO untangle
your problems!

8-3492 « www.bavco.com
pfo@bavco.com

2012 —2013 MEETING SCHEDULE
Date: Time: Topic: Location:
January 10, 2012 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Undecided
March 13, 2012 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Undecided
May 8, 2012 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Review of National Undecided
Conference
July 10, 2012 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Undecided
September 11,2012  11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Undecided
November 13, 2012 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Undecided
January 8, 2013 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Undecided
March 12, 2013 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Undecided
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STOLEN GAUGES REPORT

Please let us know if you have had a gauge stolen. Provide us
with the Make, Model and Serial Number. We will list them here so eve-
ryone can keep a look out for them.

Give us your contact information and we will let you know if any-
one finds it and tells us they did.

The North Texas Chapter Newsletter is published monthly by the North Texas Chapter of the American Back-
flow Prevention Association, whose members have a common interest in protecting the drinking water from contamina-
tion through cross connections. Your ideas, experience and expertise are invited and needed by the NT ABPA to insure
a balanced approach to backflow prevention in the State of Texas. Your participation and support will continue to help
shape the future of this industry in Texas.

Opinions expressed in articles, letters or advertisements in this publication are not necessarily those endorsed
or supported by the NT ABPA. The content of this newsletter is not to be considered as legal or professional advice.
Dues are $83 annually, and are payable to the ABPA National Treasurer. Annual dues include $23 for Texas Chapter
and $60 for National ABPA dues. National membership is required for
Texas membership.

The National ABPA Treasurer address is: POST OFFICE BOX 3051, BRYAN, TX 77805-3051. 979-846-7606 .
979-846-7607 FAX . www.abpa.org Link to National Membership Application: http://www.abpa.org/Doc/PDF/
Membership.pdf

For newsletter advertisements contact:
North Texas Chapter, ABPA, Attn: Cherie DeLude, 613 Laurel Street, Cedar Hill, Texas 75104

JOBS CORNER

If you are aware of a job listing please let us know and we can post it here!

Do You Know of any Events?

We are attempting to identify events around the state where NT ABPA could set up an educa-
tional booth. These could include children’s events, water festivals, garden shows, trade semi-
nars, Independence Day celebrations and similar events. If you are aware of any such events
please contact us at c.delude@att.net and let us know. We would like to start really promoting
public education of backflow prevention and this is one way we can work toward that goal.

Would you be interested in helping to man an educational booth at any events? We could use
volunteers! If we can get several people at an event then everyone can take turns at the booth
and still enjoy the event. Again, contact any of the officers or email us at c.delude@att.net
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Safe-T-Cover has heen
u Leuding Provider
of Superior Heated Buckflow
Prevention Enclosures
in Texas since 1988

Visit our website for CAD drawings of standard
backflow preventer installations of all sizes and types

Call our sales staff when youneed a CAD drawing
for a specific application enclosed aboveground

Ourenclosures and heaters are certified |
to ASSE standard 1060, Performance R
Requirements for Outdoor Enclosures @

for Backflow Prevention Assemblies

SAFETBUVER Hydrocowl Inc. Nashville, TN

www.safe-t-cover.com 800.245.6333
sales@safe-t-cover.com
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CHAPTER COMMITTEES

NEWLETTER
One person to find training opportunities locally for BF, plumbers and irrigators
One person to track stolen gauges
One person to find articles on backflow incidents
One person to find major conventions and seminars nationwide for BF, plumbers and irrigators
One person to find companies to advertise in newsletter
One person to get new member info for newsletter
One person to find things to post in jobs corner
One person to coordinate with multiple people to get articles submitted for newsletter

MEETING COMMITTEE
Need help in finding topics and presenters.
Jerry may need help in meal planning?? More choices and price lists?
Need help in finding sponsors for the meals

CONFERENCE
We need someone to help scout locations to hold the event.
We need someone to then locate hotels nearby to the location.
We need someone to invite vendors for the trade show exhibits. (Including setting up booth fees and collecting them).
We need someone to invite presenters for the education section. (Preferably people who will do it free for this first one).
We need someone to coordinate the food for the event. (At least a continental breakfast and lunch.)
We need several people to help with registration, including deciding the fee for attendance, and information at the event.

MEMBERSHIP
Need one person to get info from TCEQ
Need one person to set it up for doing a mass mailing
Need one person to do the mass mailing
Need someone to track when we get new members and/or help Jerry do it!

Deadline Near for

ABPA Scholarship

The ABPA Harrington-Arthur Memorial Scholarship deadline is fast approaching. The appli-
cations must be received by midnight December 31. The applications and the essays must
be sent to the ABPA International Office in Bryan Texas. They may be faxed to 1-979-846-
7607, emailed to scholarship@abpa.org or mailed to:

ABPA

Harrington / Arthur Memorial Scholarship
P. O. Box 3051

Bryan, Texas 77805-3051

Please encourage all students from 14-19 years of age to check this $1000 scholarship!
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ALL NEW!H!!!

Classified Advertisements Section!!!!
Please email the following with any ad you would like to place: c.delude@att.net
At this time ads will be free. THAT MAY CHANGE IN THE FUTURE..

For Sale: Brand new Wilkins T'G-3, 3 valve backflow prevention assembly test kit
with carry case and all accessories.

Retails for $800, asking $550. Seller will meet with purchaser for deliver in local
Dallas area. Anxious to sell, all reasonable offers considered.

Please Contact: Tracey Kennedy—kennedy.tkennedy.tracey4@gmail.com>

01/01/2006 ¢ 01/31/2006

For Sale: 2 USED Duke E Z 900 ‘s:

The Duke E-Z 900 is a digital test kit used to test reduced pressure zone assemblies, double
check assemblies, and pressure vacuum breakers. This is the most economical digital kit on the
market. It has an automatic calibration feature when the gauge is turned on. Gauge accuracy is
+/-0.3%. Comes with carrying case, hoses, and testing instructions. Gauge is small and light-
weight.

Retails new for $1,900. Asking $600 OBO.

Please Contact: Cherie DeLude—c.delude@att.net

DUKE E-Z 900
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Where are the T&P Relief Valve Manufacturer’s
Instructions and are they important?

http://youtu.be/aiDQfCGVQ7c Link to YouTube Video 35 seconds Title: (It's Only the T&P
Maintenance Instructions)

Today’s plumbing code relies in part on manufacturer’s instructions. If that is a reasonable inter- =
pretation of the law, what do we do regarding the expected “T &P re-inspection” if instructions are @
not part of or kept with the appliance? The box that the safety valve comes in has the instructions, =
but what happens to those instructions?

Watts made a yellow tag that contains the instructions affixed to the safety valve. This is signifi-
: cantly better than on the carton. It protects the instructions by keeping them with the appliance and
= therefore effective for future maintenance. The Watts maintenance placard is a reasonable position :
Efor licensed plumbing contractors to use as the guidance in this important matter.

Maintenance: Section 101
Please read the Scope —Please read the Intent—102.3 Maintenance (tells us who shall perform :
maintenance) Please read these additional codes 102.4 Tells us what to avoid causian
..Additions alterations or repairs shall not cause an existing system to become unsafe, insanitary =
:or overloaded. (I would submit that if a closed system exists and a stored water heater is connect- ;
-ed then provisions need to be made for expansion, and provisions need to be made for malnte-
*nance of the provisions-etc. There is a real potential for a small pneumatic tank to go south/fail, =
.contrlbutlng to over-pressure which causes the T&P to be the acting provision which is in confllct'
-W|th IPC 504.4 (The relief valve shall not be used as a means of controlling thermal expansion. )
* (Important also to remember that 80 psi is the high pressure limit, so if the T&P is spitting on the =
'floor the plumbing system in general is out of compliance. Where closed systems exist-repairs to'
. Ieaklng faucets or toilet ball cocks etc. could contribute to a chain of events contributing to a stored .
-water heater becoming a steam rocket launched out into the public domain. Editorial—The profes-
.S|onal should not repair leaking faucets in any building today without first verifying the T&P to en- =
= sure public safety. If contractors don’t verify the T&P they risk the liabilities. (It's just like dig safe)

: 102.8 Where the requirements of referenced standards or manufactures installation instructions =
= do not conform to minimum provisions of this code, the provisions of this code shall apply. Since:
. th/s code does not have specified maintenance requirements | must conclude we must be allowed .
g to rely on the manufacturer’s instructions. What provision is made to ensure the instructions are =
: available? We are contributing to Unsafe Plumbing because instructions are thrown away with the:
= box the T&P comes in.

108.7 Unsafe Plumbing. If the T &P is not maintained in accordance with the code, it is ex-*
pected to be maintained in accordance with the standard or the manufacturer’s instructions. This is
clearly “scope and intent” This is also covered in 303.2 “in the absence of such installation proce- -
dures, the manufacturer’s installation shall be followed.

Because code is published in black and white, it is expected to speak for itself, and if things go =
= unfortunately wrong, the “code book” may be the book that is thrown! As in they threw the book at-
= him! .
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Please also read this correspondence with the City of Manchester NH Building/
Maintenance Department.

Hello Mark,

Reference: http://youtu.be/aiDQfCGVQ7c 35 second video clip —Titled “It's Only The T&P
Maintenance Instructions”

The training session was very well received and the plumbers Pete and Joe contributed greatly.
: We know they will get something of value from the time invested by the City of Manchester. The .
-SAU #60 attendants are moving forward with a comprehensive survey of stored water heaters .
-They have authorized us to use the information gained and we will have pictures and descrlptlons

: of what is actually found in the field. This information will be available to you if you would like to .
s view it. (Approximate time is two weeks for them to verify the conditions on some 15 or more sys- =
- tems.)

= The plumbers will receive a certificate of attendance but we need your help since we did not get -

Espelllng of names, etc. Both plumbers had an opportunity to view our field service capabilities. We g
= make up flanges and manifolds in the shop for use by many plumbing and mechanical companies &
.as well as condo associations, schools, etc. In addition, we have complete packages for Water-

= pressure booster pumps and the hot water mixing valves.

:  There are several advantages to our products namely savings large amounts of energy costs. In
= some cases, we offer an attractive payment plan on large capital equipment allowing immediate in-
Estallation with no interest payments. Should you need such equipment, please pick the most frou-
= bling location for a test. We will be pleased to provide oversight with the product because of the

= physical proximity.

| have attached a short video clip that helps express the importance of manufacturer’s instruc-
: tions. We feel very strongly that maintenance is important and that exact instructions must be avail-
= able. Only manufacturers who fix the placards should be considered.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Ned Towle

Master Plumber and Pump System Specialist
Towle Whitney LLC

21 Londonderry Turnpike

Hooksett, NH 03106

T-603-626-7371 F-603-626-7372

Toll Free-800-807-9827

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJ
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INADAQUATLY TRAINED TESTERS ADVERSLY l

AFFECT BACKFLOW PREVENTION PROGRAMS

By Fred Baird

Backflow Prevention Assembly Testers that are not adequately trained can rake havoc on all those
associated with enforcement of backflow prevention measures, including the facility having the as-
sembly to be tested and the backflow prevention assembly tester. Testers have to be trained to
recognize cross connections, backflow situations and hydraulic situations affecting assemblies, cor-
rect assemblies for various hazards, resolution factors for malfunctioning assemblies, testing situa-
tions and nightmares that affect testers and enforcement agencies, inter-action with local enforce-
ment agencies, tester responsibilities, correct installations, etc. This is just to name a few.

The local water purveyor and/or the plumbing inspection department charged with enforcing the
backflow prevention program, along with facilities having assemblies, are the first to see the results
of untrained testers. Having enforced San Antonio’s Backflow Program for almost 30 years, I have
first hand knowledge of untrained testers and how they affect a backflow prevention program,
which is usually documented through conversations with the tester or testing results or resolutions
provided to the facility. All one needs to do to verify this is contact any enforcement agency, hav-
ing a WIABLE Backflow Prevention Program, to receive first hand information on the results of inad-
equately trained testers.

Testers that have been trained to test and troubleshoot in the classroom and not receiving the nec-
essary hands-on training are those we see making the most mistakes in the field. There were a few
backflow tester courses being taught across Texas (prior to TCEQ's Licensing of BPAT’s) that have
only a few assemblies for testers to practice on and they are not set-up for troubleshooting. There
needs to be 2-3 students per testing station (R/P, D/C, PVB, SVB). In fact there are those in the
United States that will argue with having 3 around a testing station as to many. Classroom training
is not like getting your hand on it.

From a course instructor’s view, when a tester comes back through for the 8 hr. hands on session
is when we see the difference in the testers initially receiving a min. of 16 hrs. hands-on training
virus those receiving less. Generally, a tester receiving adequate hands on training can be brought
back to his original skill level of testing and troubleshooting. Those that didn't receive the initial
training can't be brought up to that standard in an 8 hr. session. We have seen testers with inade-
quate training that didnt know the first thing about troubleshooting and in fact have seen testers
that didnt know the high hose from the low. These testers soon realize the backflow course they
attended did not teach them what they needed to know!

Untrained testers promote automatic change out of assemblies instead of trying to repair the as-
sembly. Automatic change out can affect all associated with the backflow prevention program. Fa-
cilities are charged for a new backflow prevention assembly, when all it needed was to be cleaned
(usually the case). What caused the failure, backflow situation involving an unprotected cross
connection, water hammer, check removed by facility, faulty assembly from manufacture, etc.,

solved anything by replacing the assembly?

el
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Current Board Members, 2010-2012

President

Cherie DeLude
A.C.E. Companies
Grand Prairie, TX
Phone: 972-647-8378
Fax: 469-272-0132
c.delude@att.net

Vice President

Jeff Porter

TD Industries

Dallas, TX

Phone: 972-888-9376

Fax: 972-888-9520
jeff.porter@tdindustries.com

Treasurer

Jerry Davis

City of Addison
Addison, TX

Phone: 972-661-1693
Fax: 972-716-0834
jdavis@addisontx.gov

Secretary

Felix Matos

City of Celina

Celina, Texas 75009
Phone: 214-585-7142
Fax:  972-382-4041
fmatos@celina-tx.gov

Director-at-Large
Larry Morales

City of Plano

Plano, TX

Phone: (972) 769-4347
Fax: (972) 769-4317
larrym@plano.gov

Director-at-Large

Don Godfrey

C2 Services

Phone: 972-977-6913
c2-services@sbcglobal.net

Director-at-Large

Ha | Haas

Hugh M. Cunningham, Inc
Dallas, Texas

Phone: 972-852-3413
Fax: 972-888-3838
hhaas@repcentre.net

Director-at-Large
William Buddy Heuberger
City of Reno

Reno, Texas

Phone: 866-765-8122
Fax  866-248-2331
wsh@wheuberger.com

=
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The American Backflow Prevention Association and the American Society of Sanitary Engineering
have established state-of-the-art backflow tester course outlines and tester certification programs
to address these issues. Those involved in developing the criteria for tester courses and associated
exams are from the various fields associated with cross connection control, e.g., enforcement, test-
ers, manufacturers, etc. and are considered experts in the field.

Testers that are not trained in cross connection control measures, hydraulics, testing and trouble-
shooting can overlook a problem that can directly affect the facility, enforcement agency and test-
er. Backflow Prevention Assembly Testers are the Eyes and Ears of enforcement and they must be
trained to SPEAK BACKFLOW! Backflow testing courses need to follow established national guide-
lines or they are doing more harm than good to the backflow world.

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) recognized these inadequacies and ad-
dressed the backflow tester training and tester qualification issues by implementing a State Tester
Licensing Program.

Fred Baird
San Antonio Water System - Retired
Bac-Flo Unlimited, Inc. - Chief Technical Consultant
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ABPA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

AMERICAN BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSOCIATION

Tao join the Amencan Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the membership application form and mail it with

your check to the address listed below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 878848 7607, Local

chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area

please review the chapter information on our website at abpa_org or call the National Office at B70.848. 7606,

Membership in the Association constitutes paying National dues.

O US Membership $60.00 O International Membership $74.00 O Affiliate Organization $300.00

Mame:

Title:

Company Mame:

Address:

City:

State:
Work phone o }

Fax i

)

E-mail address:

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapier);

Local Dues:

Total Amount Paid:
Hew Member 0 Renewal O

If paying by credit card include the following and fax o 878 846 7807:
Credit Card Mo_:

{rmit US 5 orawn on 3 US bank, payabile to the ABPA)

Expiration Date:

Mame as it appears on the card:

Signature:

LOCAL CHAPTER DUES LISTED BY REGION:

REGION 1 Worth Texas

New England §512.00 San Antonio

Western New York 13.00 REGION 3

Rhode Island 168.00 Colorado

REGION 2 Southeastern Colorado
Delawars 5500 Liizh

Penn State 10.00 REGION &

REGION 2 Arzona

Carolinas §10.00 Ceniral Coast

Florida Suncoast 12.00 Cenfral Valley California
(Georgia 34.00 Hawaii

Gold Coast 10.00 Silver State

Peach State “1738" 30.00 Sputhem Califormia
Tennesses 20.00 REGION T

REGION 4 Big Sky

Arkansas £10.00 Idaho

Central Texas 20.00

Corpus Chrisfi 23.00 SRC4

Gulif Coast 23.00 REGION 8
Lowrer Rio Grande Valley 26.00 Mo Local

ABPA Federal ID# T4-2385100

523.00 REGION 9 (USD)
20.04 Mew Brunswick
Ontario
515,00 REGION 10
15.00 Wisconsin
12.00 REGION 11
Indiana
520000 Indiana BPA
10.00 Michigan
10.00 Northem Binois
23.00 Ohio
23.00 Southemn lllinois
15.00 REGION 12
Ceniral Missouri
510.00 Eastem Mebraska
10.00 Heart of America
20.00 Panhandle
20,04 Western Nebraska

55000
50.00

$10.00

$ 5.00
20000
3700
23.00
10000
23.00

520,00
10,00
12.00

5.00
g.00

DG 2009

PosT OFFICE BOX 3051 . BEVAN, TX TT305-3051 _ 070-846-T604 . 9T9-846-T607T FAX . www.abpa org
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